
VILLAGE OF HINSDALE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Old Board Room – Memorial Building  

 

Chairman Banke called the meeting of the Park and Recreation Commission to order at 7:32 p.m. at 

the Memorial Hall old board room.   

Members Present:  Chairman Banke, Commissioners Baker, Conboy and Owens 

Members Absent:    Commissioners George, Keane and Mulligan 

Staff Present: Gina Hassett, Director of Parks and Recreation 

   Linda Copp, Secretary 

    

Commissioner Conboy moved approval of the March 24, 2015 Parks and Recreation Commission 

meeting minutes.  Commissioner Owens seconded and the motion passed unanimously.    

 

 

Liaison Reports 

Gateway Special Recreation Association 

Ms. Hassett reported that at the last meeting the treasurer stated that funds will be allocated for an 

automobile fund in the amount of $10,000 to lease or establish a fund to purchase a vehicle. 

 

Ms. Hassett stated that she received a call from S/D 86 about Hinsdale joining Seaspar instead of 

Gateway.  Hinsdale South participates in that program and has young people that would use it.  Ms. 

Hassett stated that there should be dialogue with the Director of Special Education to see if there is 

a need for those that age out of the school.  The financial difference to the village would be huge and 

Hinsdale is one of original members of Gateway.  Gateway is based on population and the annual 

contribution to Seaspar is figured differently. 

 

Revenue/Expense Report 

Ms. Hassett commented on the report.  The March report shows program revenue trending around 

the same as the prior year.  April should be a little more.  Expenses are down due to capital projects.  

Platform tennis is up over the prior year due to membership revenue, but there was a decline in 

lesson revenue from Mary Doten. 

 

KLM Lodge revenue was $162,700 which is an increase over last year and the first year that 

revenue has been over $100,000 primarily due to lodge rates being increased.  Picnic shelter rentals 

have decreased and also some field rentals.   

 

There was one soccer club that did not renew their usage.  Veeck Park west field has not held up 

well with the wet weather.  Ms. Hassett will present a recap of the past fiscal year next month. 

 

 

Recreation Program Report 

Ms. Hassett reported that summer programs are underway.  Park clean-up day went well for the 

first year of the event.  The Hyatt in Oak Brook Terrace had 20 employees there.  Ms. Hassett 

stated that next year she would like to focus on one park and do more projects at that location.  The 

hope is for the clean-up to improve each year.  Chairman Banke mentioned that the feedback he 

received was that it was a good opportunity for service hours but that it wasn’t well advertised, 

particularly for the high school kids looking for service hours. 
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Ms. Hassett commented that planning for the July 4th parade is underway and staff is looking for 

parade volunteers.  The retiring principal from Madison School will be the grand marshal this year. 

 

Athletic fields are busy and the baseball field at Veeck will have men’s softball beginning in June.  

Extra mowing and landscaping can be authorized by the Village manager and it is needed at Veeck 

for soccer.  There is no travelling baseball at Veeck this year.  Peirce Park water lines were moved 

when the park was done so the irrigation system has to be fixed.  Brook Park has had damage and 

the bathrooms are not being opened during the week. 

 

Ms. Hassett reported that the capital projects in this year’s budget will be Burns Field tennis courts, 

the Veeck Park walking path and some improvements to the former Arts Center.  The board has 

suggested delaying the walking path because it is not cost effective.  The high school has been 

approached about paying towards the tennis court project.  There has been power washing on the 

courts due to tree sap.  The construction would not start until the end of August after the summer 

tennis programs are done.  Commission Baker asked about the walking path and how much the cost 

was over budget.  Ms. Hassett explained the increase is because the park is fully restored.  It would 

have cost a lot less if it was installed when the park was under construction. 

 

Ms. Hassett reported that the pool opens this weekend.  Resident family memberships are down and 

some refunds have been issued for people that wanted to purchase a membership at Clarendon 

Hills.  The neighborly rate has gone well and most are from LaGrange.  Clarendon Hills receives 

most of their additional revenue from their neighborly rate.   Chairman Banke stated that we have 

a fiscal responsibility to the pool and we need to do what we can to get memberships.  Ms. Hassett 

explained about some maintenance issues at the pool that have to be fixed before it can open.  

Commissioner Owens commented about the need for new amenities and Ms. Hassett stated that is 

what the survey will ask. 

 

Ms. Hassett stated that the Swim Club will need to have a written agreement with the Village.  

Part of the terms are they must secure a place for our members to swim.  Chairman Banke 

discussed the demand for the super passes and some possible suggestions for that additional 

revenue.  Ms. Hassett stated that if we charge too much, residents will just purchase the pass at 

Clarendon Hills as a non-resident.  Commission Conboy suggested that perhaps there could be some 

kind of package deal that included the pool.  Commissioner Baker commented that maybe for one 

week we could have a set amount of passes on sale at a higher rate.  The Commissioners discussed 

some options. 

 

Ms. Hassett commented on the maintenance that is being done, including painting.  The diving 

boards arrived and will be installed in the next few days and the diving board surface has been 

installed.  Some of the plumbing connections required replacing so there will not be any new deck 

chairs this year.  The filtration pump motor fried and will need replacement.  Ms. Hassett is 

concerned about some of the electrical issues from last summer that they are affecting the pumps. 

 

Chairman Banke asked what the process is for buying new pumps.  Ms. Hassett stated that we have 

rebuilt them over the last few years and none have been replaced.  A third party contractor replaces 

them.  The pool should have been filled ten days ago but with new public services staff, there have 

been challenges.  It is hard when there is not dedicated staff for the pool with the public services 

staff. 

 

Ms. Hassett stated that there has been some interest in the Arts Center.  There is a home school 

group that might be interested and also the Community House is looking to expand their arts 

program. 
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Social Media Report 

Heather Bereckis provides the Facebook information.  Town Team may also use Twitter in addition 

to Facebook. 

 

Veeck Park Pay Phone 

The phone will be removed if it hasn’t been already. 

 

Hinsdale Tennis Association Lease Agreement 

The Lease Agreement has been approved by the Village board and the signed copy has been 

returned to the office. 

 

New Business 

Ice Rink Discussion 

Chairman Banke commented about the displeasure from residents of the size of the Burns ice rink.  

He thinks it should be its own line item in the village budget.  Staffing and the weather are the 

variables.  Because of it being smaller, it didn’t have the net effect of usage as it did in the past.  

Chairman Banke asked the Commission if they thought it should be a line item in the budget.  Ms. 

Hassett stated that the warming house would be part of the line item.  Commissioner Baker asked 

what is being accomplished if there is a line item for the ice rink.  Ms. Hassett stated that there is 

staff overtime involved and the budget has no funds allocated for overtime.  There will always be 

competition when there is snow.  All public services employees are allocated for snow removal.  Ms. 

Hassett will monitor this year closely to see if overtime can be allocated for the ice rink, but there 

will not be a line item for it in this year’s budget. 

 

Commissioner Owens stated that the residents support is strong and we could lose them because it 

might not be available here.  She thinks we could charge for concessions in the warming house.  Ms. 

Hassett stated that people bring their own food and there would be health licensing involved in 

order to sell food in the warming house.  There are too many variables for making any revenue.  

Commissioner Conboy asked if there would be any community groups that could take over the 

operations.  Ms. Hassett will reach out to the newspaper and will look at the liability issues for 

having a village employee working with resident volunteers to get the rink done.  Commissioner 

Owens suggested putting something in the winter brochure regarding donations for the rink. 

   

Other Business 

Chairman Banke commented on the Oak Street bridge and how he secured a 4’ section of the bridge.  

He is communicating with the Preservation Commission and Historical Society to have a memorial 

located adjacent to the new bridge in Highland Park.  It will be a fund raising event but he has no 

idea how much it will cost.  Chairman Banke shared information about the bridge history.   

 

Adjournment 

Since there was no further business to come before the Commission, Commissioner Owens moved to 

adjourn. Commissioner Baker seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting of the 

Park and Recreation Commission was declared adjourned at 8:59 p.m.   The next meeting is 

scheduled for June 9. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

_______________________________ 

Linda Copp, Secretary 


