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Fire Department Celebrates Fire Prevention Week 

Monday, October 6, 2014—Hinsdale, IL. The Hinsdale Fire Department is joining forces with the 
nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) during Fire Prevention Week, October 5-
11, to remind local residents about the importance of having working smoke alarms in the home 
and testing them monthly. Working smoke alarms can make a life-saving difference in a fire. 
That’s the message behind this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, Working Smoke Alarms 
Save Lives: Test Yours Every Month. 

“In a fire, seconds count," said Lieutenant Mike Neville. "Roughly half of home fire deaths result 
from fires reported at night between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. when most people are asleep. Home 
smoke alarms can alert people to a fire before it spreads, giving everyone enough time to get 
out," added Lt. Neville.  

The two major events planned for this week’s Fire Prevention celebration are the annual Silent 
Parade, which is in its 20

th
 year, and the Police and Fire Departments’ Open House. The 20th 

Annual Silent Parade, which honors all fallen firefighters in the line of duty and any civilian who 
perished in a fire, kicks off at the Hinsdale Fire Department located at 121 Symonds Drive at 
approximately 7pm on Friday, October 10th. The Open House is scheduled for Saturday, October 
11 from 11am until 3pm. 

The Silent Parade has become a proud tradition in our area and is heavily attended by several 
Chicagoland area fire departments. Residents from all over are encouraged to line the streets 
with American flags and flashlights to pay their respects for lives lost, and to express their 
gratitude for the men and women who proudly serve their communities as first responders, 
firefighters and emergency medical services personnel. 
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The parade will kick off at 7:00pm, leaving from the Hinsdale Fire Department located at 121 
Symonds and traveling west along Chicago Avenue in Hinsdale through Clarendon Hills, 
Westmont, Downers Grove and ending in Lisle. A Memorial Service will follow at the end of the 
parade at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1101 Kimberly Way, in Lisle at approximately 7:45pm.  
 
Three years ago, the Hinsdale Fire Department experienced its second line of duty death in the 
over 100 year old history of the Department. Deputy Chief Mark Johnson suffered a heart attack 
in the fire station while on duty in 2010, and Firefighter Walter Flemming died while fighting a 
structure fire in 1946. Both men are immortalized in the Department’s history and will always be 
remembered as men of honor who served this community with great pride. 
 
The Village of Hinsdale Police and Fire Department’s Annual Open House will be held on 
Saturday, October 11

th
 from 11am to 3pm at the Village’s fire station – 121 Symonds Drive.  

 
Come join the police officers and firefighters for the afternoon with an array of activities that the 
whole family can learn from and enjoy. Activities include demonstrations on various firefighting 
equipment, the fire safety trailer, and interactive programs for children. The fire department will 
also conduct a simulated live burn to demonstrate the advantages of a residential sprinkler 
system as well as present a simulated vehicle accident to show how the “jaws of life” are used. 
Police activities include a SWAT team demonstration, child fingerprinting, and station tours. 
Hotdogs, refreshments, balloons, and many other giveaways will be available.  
 
Additionally, the Fire Prevention Bureau has arranged for Fox Valley Fire and Safety to check the 
fire extinguishers for your home or small business free of charge. Should the check indicate that 
service is necessary; representatives will be on hand to answer any questions or assist you 
further in making sure that your fire extinguisher is properly maintained and serviceable. There is 
a three (3) fire extinguisher limit, per person. Residents can purchase new extinguishers or have 
ones serviced at this time. 
 
Finally, representatives from the Hinsdale Hospital will be onsite to conduct a blood drive during 
the Open House. You can sign-up ahead of time at signupgenius.com or call (630)856-7804 for 
more information. If you have any questions about Fire Prevention Week activities, please contact 
the Village of Hinsdale Fire Department at (630) 789-7060, the Hinsdale Police Department at 
(630) 789-7070 or visit the Village of Hinsdale website at www.villageofhinsdale.org 
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