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ARTICLE 14. SIGNS 
 
NOTES ON REVISION 
 
Height/Area: Sign height and area measurement methodology were established for all signs. Sign height 
measurement was distinguished for ground signs, and those mounted on buildings.  
 
Colors: We eliminated the provision that limits the number of colors on a sign. Sign controls must be 
cautious of First Amendment issues and the limitation of colors can infringe upon this. For instance, 
certain company logos have specific colors used – often these colors are created in specific inks. If a logo 
exceeds three colors but the Code prohibits that, there could be a case of infringing on the applicants 
First Amendment rights. What many communities do to limit visual clutter on a sign face is the use of an 
“items of information” restriction. We have added such a restriction. 
 
Master Sign Plan: A master sign plan requirement for multi-tenant development was added. This is an 
effective way to achieve a coordinated appearance among signs in a multi-tenant development.  
 
Flags: We removed limitations on the size of flags as this is unconstitutional. In order to control flag size, 
the Village can control flagpole height and number. Reasonably sized flags can be maintained on a 35 
foot flagpole height. 
 
Political Signs: These regulations were enhanced to address non-commercial signs - political signs not 
related to an election (for example, “support our troops”)  
 
Prohibited Signs: In order to be as effective as possible, a prohibited sign list should be as “clean” as 
possible – i.e., the signs are prohibited throughout Hinsdale no exceptions. We have revised to list to this 
standard. We have also prohibited pole signs. 
 
Ground Signs: We have revised ground sign regulations to include both ground and pylon signs under the 
ground sign category. Essentially only the hospital district and decorative post signs were pylon signs. We 
have taken the standard of distinction (4 feet above or below bottom of sign face) and worked it into sign 
standards. 
 
Electronic Signs: Small (10sf) electronic message display signs have been permitted in the OS and IB 
Districts, as this is can create a “neater” appearance for signs that are typical to those uses.  
 
Public Service Signs: This term has been changed to “Time/Temperature Sign.” 
 
Permanent Signs: There have been some revisions to the sign standards for permanent signs to make 
them more practical and user-friendly. Many of these were clean-ups of conflicts from cross-referenced 
standards.  
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ARTICLE 14. SIGNS 
 
14.1  PURPOSE 
14.2  SCOPE 
14.3  SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED 
14.4  DIMENSION MEASUREMENT 
14.5  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN STANDARDS 
14.6  MASTER SIGN PLAN REQUIRED  
14.7  PROHIBITED SIGNS  
14.8 TEMPORARY SIGN REGULATIONS 
14.9 PERMANENT SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT  
14.11  PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS 
 
14.1  PURPOSE 
 

The regulation of signs by this Code is intended to promote and protect the public health, safety 
and welfare by: 
 
A.  Reducing the depreciation of property values caused by signs that are incompatible with 

surrounding land uses. 
 
B.  Creating a more attractive economic and business climate within the office and commercial 

areas of the Village. 
 
C.  Enhancing and protecting the physical appearance of all areas of the Village. 
 
D.  Protecting signs from obstruction by other signs. 
 
E.  Reducing the distractions, obstructions and hazards to pedestrian and auto traffic caused by 

the indiscriminate placement and use of signs. 
 
14.2  SCOPE 
 

The regulations of this Article shall govern and control the erection, enlargement, expansion, 
alteration, operation, maintenance, relocation and removal of all signs within the Village. Any sign 
not expressly permitted by these regulations shall be prohibited. The regulations of this Article 
relate to the location of signs, by function and type, within zoning districts and shall be in addition 
to the provisions of the Hinsdale Building and Electrical Codes applicable to the construction and 
maintenance of signs. Section 17.5 (Nonconforming Signs) contains regulations concerning the 
use and termination of nonconforming signs. 

 
14.3  SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED 
 

Unless specifically permitted as exempt from sign permit requirements by this Article, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to erect, relocate, or structurally alter any sign or other advertising 
structure without first obtaining a sign permit from the Village in accordance with Section 4.6 
(Sign Permit). The Zoning Administrator may revoke any sign permit where there has been a 
violation of the provisions of this Code or misrepresentation of fact on the sign permit application. 
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14.4  DIMENSION MEASUREMENT 
 
  A.  Computation of Sign Area 
 

1.  The supporting structure or bracing of a sign shall be omitted in measuring the area of the 
sign unless such structure or bracing is made part of the message or face of the sign.  

 
2.  The area of the supporting structure or bracing of a sign shall be consistent with the sign 

it supports and location in which it is placed. When a sign has more than one (1) display 
face, all faces shall be included in determining the area of the sign.  

 
3.  For signs on a background, the entire area of the background shall be calculated for sign 

area, including any material forming the sign face or background used to differentiate the 
sign from the structure against which it is placed. Sign area does not include any 
supporting framework or bracing, unless such framework or bracing is part of the 
message or sign face. (See Figure 14-1: Sign Area Computation 1) 

 
FIGURE 14-1: SIGN AREA COMPUTATION 1 

 
4.  For signs consisting of freestanding letters or logos, the area of a sign face (“sign area”) 

is calculated by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle or triangle, or combination 
thereof, that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem or 
other display. Sign area does not include any supporting framework or bracing, unless 
such framework or bracing is part of the message or sign face.  Window signs printed on 
a transparent film and affixed to a window pane shall be considered freestanding letters 
or logos, provided that the portion of the transparent film around the perimeter of the sign 
message maintains the transparent character of the window and does not contain any 
items in the sign message. (See Figure 14-1: Sign Area Computation 2) 

 
FIGURE 14-1: SIGN AREA COMPUTATION 2 



DRAFT 

Village of Hinsdale, Illinois Article 14 – Page 4 Zoning Code  
 Article 14. Signs DRAFT 

 
B.  Measurement of Sign Height 

 
Sign height is measured as described below. When measuring sign height, the height of the 
entire structure, including decorative elements, must be included. (See Figure 14-2: Sign 
Height) 
 
1. For ground signs, height shall be calculated as the vertical distance measured from grade 

to the highest point of the sign.  
 

2.   For signs attached to buildings, height shall be calculated as the vertical distance from 
the base of the building to which a sign is attached to the highest point of the sign.  

 
FIGURE 14-2: SIGN HEIGHT 

 
 
14.5  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN STANDARDS 
 

The following general standards shall apply to all signs. 
 
  A.  Location 
 

1.  Unless specifically authorized in this Article, no sign shall be placed in or extend into or 
over any public property or public right-of-way. Projecting signs and awnings are allowed 
to extend over any public property or public right-of-way only as permitted by this Article. 
Any sign placed on public property without authorization may be removed without notice.  

 
2.  No sign may be erected on private property without prior consent of the owner and, when 

applicable, approval of a sign permit. 
 

3.  No sign or sign structure shall obstruct free ingress to or egress from a fire escape, door, 
window or other required access way. 

 
4.  No sign shall project over, occupy, or obstruct any window surface required for light or 

ventilation by any applicable provision of the Hinsdale Building Code. 
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5.  No sign shall be maintained at any location where by reason of its position, size, shape, 

content, color or illumination it may obstruct, impair, obscure, interfere with the view of, or 
be confused with any traffic control sign, signal or device or where it may interfere with, 
mislead or confuse traffic. 

 
6.  No sign, nor any part of a sign, shall be located lower than seven (7) feet from grade 

within the area of any sight triangle as defined in Title 7, Chapter 1, Article D of the 
Village Code. 

 
B.  Sign Structure and Installation 
 

Supports and braces shall be an integral part of the sign design. Supports or braces shall be 
hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible. All signs attached to a building shall 
be installed and maintained so that wall penetrations are watertight and the structure does 
not exceed allowable stresses of supporting materials. 

 
C.  Wind Pressure and Direct Load Requirements  

 
All signs shall be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of not less than 
thirty (30) pounds per square foot of net surface area, unless otherwise required by the 
Village Code, and shall be constructed to receive dead loads as required by the Village Code. 

 
D.  Electrical Components  

 
All electrical fixtures, devices, circuits, conduits, raceways or apparatus used to illuminate, 
move or project any sign shall be installed and maintained as required in the Village Code. 

 
E.  Glass 

 
Glass forming any part of a sign must be safety glass. 

 
  F.  Lettering 
 

All letters, figures, characters or representations in cut-out or irregular form, maintained in 
conjunction with, attached to, or superimposed upon any sign must be safely and securely 
built or attached to the sign structure. 

 
G.  Maintenance 

 
1.  The owner of a sign and the owner of the premises on which such sign is located shall be 

jointly and severally liable to maintain such sign, including its illumination sources, in 
compliance with this Code and all applicable laws, in a safe and secure condition, and in 
a neat and orderly condition and good working order at all times, and to prevent the 
development of any rust, corrosion, rotting, or other deterioration in the physical 
appearance or safety of such sign. The premises around all signs shall be kept clean and 
free of all rubbish and weeds. 

 
2.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, no sign shall be constructed or 

maintained in any area or in any manner so as to create a nuisance or a threat to the 
public safety or welfare. 

 
H.  Illumination 

 
1.  Whenever an external artificial light source is used for a sign, such source shall be 

located, shielded and directed so as not to be directly visible from any public street or 
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private residence.  
 

2.  No receptacle or device housing a permitted light source for a sign shall protrude more 
than eighteen (18) inches from the face of the sign or building to which it is attached. 

 
3.  In no event shall the illumination of any sign, whether from an internal or external artificial 

light source, exceed fifty (50) footcandles when measured with a standard light meter 
held perpendicular to the sign face at a distance equal to the narrowest dimension of 
such sign face. All artificial illumination shall be designed, located, shielded and directed 
to illuminate only the sign face or faces and to prevent casting glare or direct light upon 
adjacent property or streets. 

 
4.  Illuminated signs are prohibited in the R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 Districts. 

 
5.   Any illuminated sign located on a lot abutting or across a street and visible from any 

residentially zoned area shall not be illuminated between the hours of 10:00 pm and 7:00 
am, unless the activity to which the sign pertains is open for business after 10:00 pm or 
before 7:00 am.  

 
6.  Exposed neon and other gas tube signs are prohibited. 

 
7.  No internally illuminated sign shall have a translucent background. Only the sign 

message shall permit transmission of any light through the sign face. 
 

I.  Landscaping  
 

Monument signs not constructed with a decorative base shall be landscaped at the base of 
the sign a minimum of one (1) foot from the sign base on all sides. Monument signs shall be 
landscaped with small shrubs, perennials and/or other live groundcover. If the monument 
sign is designed with a decorative base, landscaping is not required. (See Figure 14-3: 
Monument Sign Landscaping) 

 
FIGURE 14-3: MONUMENT SIGN LANDSCAPING 
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J.  Multiple Users on a Zoning Lot  
 

When more than one (1) user occupies a zoning lot, the owner of the lot shall be responsible 
for allocating permitted signs among the users.  

 
K.  Data to be Posted 

 
Every sign or other advertising structure shall have painted on or a metallic sticker applied, in 
a conspicuous place thereon, the date of erection, the permit number and the voltage of any 
electrical apparatus used in connection therewith. Such information shall not count toward the 
limitation on the items of information.  

 
14.6  MASTER SIGN PLAN REQUIRED  
 

A.  When more than one (1) wall sign, permanent window signs and/or awning/canopy sign is 
proposed on any building with multiple tenants or for a single large-scale user, to be 
determined by the Zoning Administrator, the applicant shall submit a master sign plan for 
review by the Zoning Administrator.  
 

B.  A master sign plan shall provide for coordinated design for all building-mounted signage and 
shall include, at a minimum, criteria and specifications for general appearance, format of 
message, font size and style, lighting, location and construction materials.  

 
C.  Where signs are to be located on a wall of a multi-tenant shopping center, they shall be 

located at a generally uniform height on the building wall and shall not cover or overhang any 
architectural feature. 

 
14.7 PROHIBITED SIGNS  
 

It is unlawful to erect or maintain any of the following signs:  
 

A.  Abandoned signs. Abandoned signs must be removed within thirty (30) days following 
cessation of the relevant activity. 

 
B.  Animated signs. This does not include time/temperature signs and electronic message 

display signs.  
 

C.  Attention-getting devices. 
 

D.  Changeable message signs. However, changeable message signs are permitted when 
accessory to a theater. Changeable message signs do not include bulletin boards, 
time/temperature signs and electronic message display signs. 

 
E.  Flashing or blinking signs, or signs with intermittent lights. This does not include 

time/temperature signs and electronic message display signs. 
 

F.  Illegally affixed signs. Any illegally affixed sign painted, pasted or otherwise affixed to any 
tree, rock, utility pole, hydrant, bridge, sidewalk, curb or street, bench or trash receptacle 
shall be prohibited. Logos and labels located on mechanical equipment, recycling bins, trash 
containers or dumpsters, which are part of the equipment as manufactured and/or installed, 
shall not be considered illegally affixed signs. This excludes house numbers located on a tree 
that is located entirely on private property. 
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G.  Moving signs. This does not include time/temperature signs and electronic message display 

signs.  
 

H.  Obscene signs. No sign or other advertising device shall display any matter in which the 
dominant theme of the material taken as a whole appeals to a prurient interest in sex, or is 
patently offensive because it affronts contemporary community standards relating to the 
description or representation of sexual matters, and is utterly without redeeming social value. 

 
I.  Off-premises signs, temporary or permanent. 

 
J.  Painted signs. Any sign painted directly on an exterior wall, roof, fascia, parapet or chimney 

of a building or on a fence is prohibited. 
 

K.  Permanent pole signs.  
 

L.  Portable signs. Temporary sidewalk advertising signs are not considered portable signs. 
  

M.  Reflective signs. Any sign using reflective paint or tape is prohibited, other than a 
governmental sign or a warning sign. 

 
N.  Roof signs. 

 
O.  Unsafe signs. No sign or other advertising structure shall constitute a hazard to safety or 

health by reason of inadequate design, construction, repair or maintenance. 
 
14.8  TEMPORARY SIGN REGULATIONS 

 
In addition to regulations applicable to specific temporary signs within this Article, the following 
regulations shall apply to permitted temporary signs: 
 
A.  General Regulations for All Temporary Signs 
 

1.  No temporary sign shall be illuminated.  
 

2.  Unless otherwise limited or permitted by this Code, temporary signs are limited to four (4) 
display periods a year, for a maximum of sixty (60) days for each display period, with a 
minimum of thirty (30) days between display periods. However, when a commercial 
establishment has a sign permit pending with the Village for a permanent sign, a 
temporary sign identifying the business may be erected while the application is pending 
in excess of the time limitation of this section. 

 
3.  All temporary sign permits shall indicate the first day of display and the last day of 

display, and shall be kept on file with the Village.  
 

4.  Unless specifically exempted from sign permit requirements by this section and this 
Article, all temporary signs shall require a sign permit and any applicable fees.  

 
B.   Banners (Temporary) 

 
Temporary banners require a sign permit and are subject to the display time limitations of 
Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
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1.  Temporary banners are permitted for any non-residential use.  

 
2.  Temporary banners are limited to thirty-two (32) square feet in area. Temporary banners 

may be constructed of canvas, canvas-like, plastic or wood material. 
 

3.  Only one (1) banner is permitted per zoning lot.  
 

4.  No temporary banner may be located higher than the roofline of the building to which it is 
attached or, if attached to a permanent sign, higher than the sign. There must be no 
encroachment into the public right-of-way. 

  
C.  Civic Event Signs 

 
Civic event signs do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time 
limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
 
1.  All civic event signs must be approved by the Village Board.  

 
2.  Civic event signs shall be limited to no more than one (1) sign per zoning lot and shall be 

either wall-mounted or ground-mounted. No such sign shall be larger than fifteen (15) 
square feet in area.  

 
3.  Civic event signs shall be displayed for a period of not more than fourteen (14) days 

unless specifically approved for a longer period of time by the Village Board. 
 

4.  Civic event signs may extend on, into or over a public right-of-way with the approval of 
the Village Board on the basis of need, impact on pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and 
impact on surrounding property.  

 
D.   Construction Sign 

 
Construction signs require a sign permit but are not subject to the display time limitations of 
Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
   1.  One (1) construction sign is permitted per lot. 
 

2.  The maximum permitted sign area is as follows:. 
 

a.  Residential and OS Districts: Four (4) square feet per lot, up to sixty-four (64) feet for 
multiple lot developments. 

 
b.  Commercial, HS and IB Districts: Thirty-two (32) square feet per sign face, with a 

maximum of two (2) faces 
 

3.  All construction signs shall have a maximum height of eight (8) feet. 
 

4.  In the Residential and OS Districts, construction signs shall be set back ten (10) feet from 
any front or corner lot line and six (6) feet from any rear or interior lot line. 

 
5.  Construction signs shall not be erected prior to approval of a design review application 

and shall be removed no later than seven (7) days after issuance of an occupancy permit 
or completion of the project.  
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E.  Holiday Decorations 

 
Holiday decorations do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time 
limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
1.  Holiday decorations shall not be displayed for a period of more than forty-five (45) days 

before, or more than twenty (20) days following the holiday in connection with which they 
are displayed. 
 

2.  Holiday decorations may be of any type, number, area, height, location, illumination or 
animation so long as they create no safety hazard, nuisance or adverse impact on the 
adjacent properties. 

 
F.  Political Signs 

 
Political signs do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time limitations 
of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
 
1.  Each political sign shall be limited to four (4) square feet in area. 

 
2.  Located entirely on private property pursuant to the owner's consent. 

 
3.  When such signs refer to an election or referendum, erected no more than thirty (30) 

days before the election and shall be removed within seven (7) days following such 
election. 

 
G.  Private Sale Signs (Garage Sale, Yard Sale, Etc.) 

 
Private sale signs do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time 
limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
1.  Limited to no more than six (6) square feet in area. 

 
2.  Located entirely on the premises where such sale is to be conducted. 

 
3.  Clearly marked with the name, address and telephone number of the person responsible 

for the removal of the sign. 
 

4.  Erected no more than twenty-four (24) hours before the sale, and removed within twenty-
four (24) hours following the conclusion of such sale.  

 
5.  No ground-mounted sign shall be higher than four (4) feet or closer than six (6) feet to 

any lot line.  
 

H.  Real Estate Signs 
 

Real estate signs do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time 
limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
 
1.  Real estate signs shall be limited to one (1) single- or double-faced, non-illuminated sign. 

 
2.  Maximum sign area is limited as follows:  

 
a.  Single-family residential, individual lots: No more than four (4) square feet per sign 

face. 
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b.  Single-family residential, multi-lot developments: No more than four (4) square feet 

per sign face per zoning lot located in the development, up to a maximum of sixty-
four (64) square feet. 

 
c.  Other uses: No more than sixty-four (64) square feet. 

 
3.  Every real estate sign shall be removed within five (5) days following the execution of a 

sales contract or rental lease of the property. For multi-unit developments or structures, 
the first to occur of either real estate sign shall be removed fourteen (14) days following 
the date upon which such development or structure is ninety percent (90%) sold or 
leased or six (6) months after the sign was erected, whichever occurs sooner.  

 
4.  Signs displayed for longer than six (6) months must obtain a sign permit pursuant to 

applicable district regulations.  
 

5.  The name, address and telephone number of the person responsible for such removal 
shall be clearly marked on the sign.  

 
6.  Real estate "sold by" signs are prohibited.  

 
I.  Temporary Sidewalk Advertising Signs 

 
Temporary sidewalk advertising signs require a sign permit but are not subject to the display 
time limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
1.  Temporary sidewalk advertising signs are permitted only within the B-1 and B-2 Districts. 
 
2.  Temporary sidewalk advertising signs are limited to twelve (12) square feet in total sign 

area, calculated as the total sign area of both sign faces, with a limit of six (6) square feet 
of sign area per side. Temporary sidewalk advertising signs are limited to four (4) feet in 
height. 

 
3.  Temporary sidewalk advertising signs are not subject to the display time limitations of 

Paragraph A, above. The use of temporary sidewalk advertising signs is limited to 
business hours only. Signs must be stored indoors at all other times. Temporary sidewalk 
advertising signs must not be used outdoors when high winds, heavy rains or heavy 
snow conditions exist. 

 
4.  Temporary sidewalk advertising signs sign structures must be professionally constructed 

and maintained in good condition, and approved by the Zoning Administrator.  
 
5.  Only one (1) temporary sidewalk advertising signs sign is permitted per business. A 

minimum twenty-five (25) foot separation is required between all temporary sidewalk 
advertising signs. 

 
6.  The temporary sidewalk advertising signs sign must be placed within fifteen (15) feet of 

the primary entrance of the business, and must not interfere with pedestrian traffic, or 
violate standards of accessibility as required by the ADA, or violate sidewalk clearance 
provisions of the Village. In multi-tenant establishments, temporary sidewalk advertising 
signs must be within fifteen (15) feet of the individual business establishment 
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J.  Temporary Use Signs 
 

Temporary signs that are approved as part of a temporary use, as described in Section 13.7 
(Temporary Uses) require a sign permit but are not subject to the display time limitations of 
Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
 
1.  Located on the same zoning lot as the temporary use. 

 
2.  Limited to no more than one (1) per street frontage and set back at least six (6) feet from 

the front lot line. 
 

3.  Limited to six (6) square feet in area in any residential district or twenty (20) square feet 
in area in any other district. 

 
4.  Of sturdy construction. 

 
5.  Not detrimental to the character of the area.  

 
6.  Erected no sooner than twenty four (24) hours before the commencement of the 

temporary use and removed within twenty four (24) hours following the termination of the 
temporary use. All such signs shall be marked with their first day of display and the last 
day of display that is permitted by this Code. 

 
  K.   Window Signs (Temporary)  
 

Temporary window signs do not require a sign permit and are not subject to the display time 
limitations of Paragraph A, above. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 

 
1.  The aggregate area of temporary window signs shall not exceed ten percent (10%) in the 

B-2 District, or twenty-five percent (25%) in all other districts, measured by the area of the 
window in which they are exhibited. 

 
2.  Temporary window signs shall not block any window area required for light, ventilation or 

emergency exit by any applicable code.  
 

3.  No temporary window signs shall be illuminated.  
 

4.  No temporary window signs shall be erected for a period of more than fourteen (14) days.  
 

5.  All such signs shall be marked with their first day of display and the last day of display. 
 
14.9  PERMANENT SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT  
 

The following types of permanent signs and activities are exempt from sign permit requirements. 
Such signs must comply with all applicable construction and design standards of this Code, as 
well as any additional standards below. These signs are permitted in all districts, unless otherwise 
indicated below. 

 
A.  Alteration and Maintenance Operations 

 
The following activities shall be exempt from sign permit requirements: 
 
1.  Changing of copy on changeable copy sign when accessory to a theater sign or bulletin 

board. 
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2.  Painting, repainting, cleaning, changing of items of information, or other normal 
maintenance and repair of a sign, not involving structural changes or changes in the 
electrical components of the sign. 

 
B.  Government Signs 

 
The size of any government sign shall not exceed the requirements of the law, ordinance or 
regulation pursuant to which such sign is erected. 

 
C.  Memorial Signs 

 
1.  Memorial signs shall be limited to no more than one (1) sign per zoning lot and shall be 

wall-mounted or ground-mounted. 
 
2.  Memorial signs shall be made of durable materials such as bronze, stone or concrete, 

and shall not be illuminated. 
 
3.  Memorial signs shall not exceed three (3) square feet in area.  
 
4.  No ground-mounted memorial sign shall exceed four (4) feet in height.  
 
5.  No ground-mounted memorial sign shall be closer than six (6) feet to any lot line.  

 
D.  Miscellaneous Information Matter 

 
Matter appearing on gasoline pumps, newspaper vending boxes and other vending 
machines, automatic teller machines, or matter appearing on or adjacent to entry doors such 
as PUSH, PULL, OPEN and/or CLOSED, or matter appearing on display windows or doors 
denoting hours of operation, credit cards accepted, and similar information shall be exempt 
from sign permit requirements. Service station rate signs and the changing of copy of such 
signs, including the names of grades of fuel and prices and conditions relating to prices such 
as full or self-service shall be permitted without a permit. However, such information shall be 
included in calculating the coverage of permitted permanent window sign area. 

 
E.  Nameplates 

 
Nameplates are permitted subject to the following: 
 
1.  No more than one (1) sign per occupancy. 
 
2.  Nameplates must be wall-mounted. 
 
3.  No more than one (1) square foot in area. 
 
4.  Nameplates shall not be illuminated.  

 
F.  Official Flags and Emblems 

 
Flags of any government or governmental agency, or any patriotic, religious, charitable, civic, 
educational or fraternal organization shall be exempt from sign permit requirements. There 
shall be no more than three (3) flagpoles per zoning lot. 
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G.  Private Warning Signs 

 
Private warning signs shall be: 

 
1.  Limited to two (2) square feet in area for each sign. 

 
2.  Limited to the number necessary to accomplish the intended purpose. 

 
3.  Illuminated only as required to accomplish such purpose. 

 
14.10  PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS 
 

A.   Awnings and Canopies 
 

Awnings and canopies that are considered an architectural feature of a structure and are not 
used for identifying the premises or the goods and/or services sold are not considered a sign. 
Awnings and canopies used as signs are permitted in the Commercial, HS and IB Districts. 
Awning and canopy signs are subject to the following regulations: 
 
1.  Awnings and canopies signs shall be constructed out of canvas or canvas-like material. 

Back-lit and metal awnings and canopies are prohibited. 
 
   2.  The maximum number of awnings and canopies used as a sign is as follows: 
 

a.  B-1 District: One (1) per user having a separate entrance. When more than one (1) 
exterior wall fronts on public street or parking lot, then one (1) per wall. 

 
b.  All other districts, where permitted: Two (2) per user 

 
3.  Printing on each awning and canopy shall be limited to twenty-five percent (25%) of the 

awning surface area. (See Figure 14-4: Awning Signs) 
 

4.  All awnings and canopies shall maintain a minimum clearance of seven (7) feet. Awnings 
and canopies may extend over the public right-of-way but may not extend beyond a point 
two (2) feet from the curb line. (See Figure 14-4) 

 
 

FIGURE 14-4: AWNING SIGNS 
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5.  All awnings and canopies shall comply with the following design standards: 

 
a.  Awnings and canopies shall be compatible in material and construction to the style 

and character of the building. The color of the awning or canopy shall be compatible 
with the overall color scheme of the façade. 
 

b.  When feasible, awnings shall be generally aligned with others nearby in order to 
maintain a sense of visual continuity. 
 

c.  Awnings and canopies shall fit the opening of the building and positioned so that 
distinctive architectural features remain visible.  

 
B.  Bulletin Boards 

 
Bulletin boards are permitted in the IB and OS Districts. In addition, bulletin boards are 
permitted for places of worship in any zoning district. Bulletin boards are subject to the 
following regulations: 

 
1.  Bulletin boards shall be limited to no more than one (1) sign per zoning lot, either in a wall 

or monument sign structure,  
 
2.  Bulletin boards shall be limited to fifteen (15) square feet in area and bulletin boards in a 

monument sign structure shall be limited to four (4) feet in height.  
 

3.  No bulletin board ground sign shall be closer than ten (10) feet to any property line 
abutting a street or closer than six (6) feet to any other lot line.  

 
4.  Bulletin boards may have an electronic message component, which is subject to the 

following regulations:  
 

a.  There shall be only one (1) electronic message component per lot. 
 

b.  Each message displayed on an electronic message component must be static or 
depicted for a minimum of eight (8) seconds and is limited to text only. The 
continuous scrolling of messages is prohibited.  

 
c.  No illumination from an electronic message component shall glare into any residential 

premises. In addition, no illumination from such sign shall interfere with the safe 
movement of motor vehicles on public thoroughfares. 

 
d.  The electronic message component shall not exceed ten (10) square feet.  

 
e.  The addition of an electronic message component to a nonconforming sign is 

prohibited.  
 

f.  Electronic message components shall not display any off-premises advertising. 
 

g.  Electronic display screens are not considered electronic message components and 
are prohibited.  
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C.  Decorative Post Sign 

 
Decorative post signs are permitted in the B-2 District. Decorative post signs are subject to 
the following regulations: 

 
1.  Decorative post signs are a type of ground sign mounted on a decorative post owned by 

the Village. Decorative post signs may only be located on: 
 

a.  Harrison Place between First Street and Hinsdale Avenue, when the businesses 
identified on the sign are located on Harrison Place between First Street and 
Hinsdale Avenue 

 
b.  Village Place between First Street and Hinsdale Avenue, when the businesses 

identified on the sign are located on Village Place between First Street and Hinsdale 
Avenue 

 
2.  One (1) decorative post sign is permitted on each end of Harrison Place. The sign may 

only identify the businesses located on Harrison Place. One (1) decorative post sign is 
permitted on each end of Village Place for each business on Village Place. The sign may 
only identify the businesses located on Village Place. 

 
3.  The maximum height of a decorative post sign shall be eight (8) feet, but the Village may 

approve higher. 
 

D.  Monument Sign 
 

Monument signs are permitted in the B-1, B-3, O-1, O-2, O-3, HS and IB Districts. Monument 
signs are subject to the following regulations: 
 

   1.  The maximum number of monument signs permitted is as follows: 
 

a.  B-1 District: One (1) per street frontage 
 

b.  B-3 District: One (1) sign per lot unless the lot abuts Ogden Avenue but does not 
have direct vehicle access from Ogden Avenue, then two (2) signs are permitted 
where one (1) sign is used to direct customers to the entrance of the business. 

 
c.  O-1, O-2, O-3 and IB Districts: One (1) per lot 

 
d.  HS District: Three (3) signs  

 
2.  Each individual monument sign shall be permitted a maximum sign area of fifty (50) 

square feet per sign face with a maximum of two (2) faces. No monument sign shall 
exceed eight (8) feet in height. (See Figure 14-5: Monument Signs) 
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FIGURE 14-5: MONUMENT SIGNS 

3.  In all districts where permitted except the B-1 District, ground signs shall be set back ten 
(10) feet from any front or corner lot line and six (6) feet from any rear or interior lot line. 
In the B-1 District, ground signs shall be set back five (5) feet from any front or corner lot 
line and ten (10) feet from any rear or interior lot line. (See Figure 14-6: Monument Sign 
Location) 

 
FIGURE 14-6: MONUMENT SIGN LOCATION 

 
B-1 District All Other Districts Where Permitted 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
E.  On-Site Information Signs 

 
On-site information signs are permitted in the Commercial, HS and IB Districts. On-site 
information signs are subject to the following regulations: 

 
1.  On-site information signs shall be either wall-mounted or ground-mounted. 

 
2.  On-site information signs are limited to three (3) square feet, except in the B-3 District on 
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a lot abutting an intersection including Ogden Avenue where one (1) such sign may be 
twenty-one (21) square feet in total sign area. 

 
3.  No ground-mounted on-site information sign shall exceed four (4) feet in height. No wall-

mounted on-site information sign shall be mounted higher than fifteen (15) feet above 
grade. 

 
4.  Illumination is permitted only as necessary to accomplish the intended purpose of such 

sign. All illumination must comply with the requirements of Section 14.5.H (Illumination). 
 

5.  An on-site information sign shall only provide information and directions necessary or 
convenient for persons coming on the property, including entrances and exits, parking 
areas, one-way drives, rest rooms, pick-up and delivery areas, and the symbol or logo of 
the business or tenant occupying the lot.  

 
F.  Projecting Sign 

 
Projecting signs are permitted in the B-2 District. Projecting signs are subject to the following 
regulations: 

 
1.  Each non-residential use within a structure with street frontage is permitted a projecting 

sign. Each commercial use located on the second floor of a structure with an entry on the 
ground floor is also permitted a projecting sign. 

 
2.  Projecting signs shall not exceed three (3) square feet in sign area. There shall be no 

more than two (2) sign faces. (See Figure 14-7: Projecting Sign) 
 

3.  The bottom of any projecting sign shall be at least seven (7) feet above the sidewalk. 
Projecting signs should be located that portion of the building immediately above the first 
floor windows and below the second floor window sills in the case of a two-story building.  
No projecting sign affixed to a building shall project higher than the building height, 
including sign support structure. (See Figure 14-7) 

 
4.  Projecting signs may extend over the public right-of-way but may not extend beyond a 

point two (2) feet from the curb line. Projecting signs shall not project more than four (4) 
feet from the face of the building to which they are attached, including the area between the 
sign and the face of the building. (See Figure 14-7) 

 
FIGURE 14-7: PROJECTING SIGN 
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5.  No projecting sign shall be secured with wire, strips of wood or nails nor shall any 

projecting sign be hung or secured to any other sign. Any movable part of a projecting 
sign such as the cover of a service opening shall be securely fastened by chains or 
hinges. Projecting signs shall neither be attached to, nor supported by, frame buildings 
nor the wooden framework of a building. 

 
6.  Only spotlight or goose-neck lighting integrated into the sign bracket is permitted. No 

projecting sign with internal illumination of any kind is permitted. 
 

G.  Time/Temperature Sign 
 

Time/temperature signs are permitted are permitted in the B-1, B-2, B-3 O-2, O-3, HS and IB 
Districts. Time/temperature signs are subject to the following regulations 
 

   1.  One (1) time/temperature sign is permitted per lot. 
 

2.  The maximum permitted sign area shall be fifteen (15) square feet per sign face with a 
maximum of two (2) faces. 

 
3.  Special use permit approval is required for all time/temperature signs. 

 
4.  Time/temperature signs must utilize clear or white light only. Messages may only change 

at twelve (12) second intervals. Time/temperature signs may display only the time, 
temperature, stock market quotations, or civic messages by means of a lamp bank. 

 
H.  Wall Sign 

 
Wall signs are permitted for non-residential uses in all zoning districts. Wall signs are subject 
to the following regulations: 

 
1.  The permitted sign area for a wall sign shall be as follows:  

 
a.  For an interior lot, the maximum size of a wall sign shall be established at one (1) 

square foot per linear foot of zoning lot frontage as measured along the front lot line. 
No wall sign shall exceed one-hundred (100) square feet.  

 
b.  For a corner lot, the maximum size of a wall sign located on each building wall shall 

be established at one (1) square foot per linear foot of zoning lot frontage as measured 
along the front or corner side lot line of that building wall. The size of a wall sign on 
each side of the building shall be limited to the square footage calculated on that side 
only. In no case shall the square footage permitted for the building wall located along 
the front lot line and the square footage permitted for the building wall located along the 
corner side lot line be combined to create a larger sign on a wall other than that 
permitted on each individual wall. No wall sign shall exceed one-hundred (100) square 
feet. 

 
c.  In a multi-tenant structure, each tenant shall be permitted a wall sign of one (1) 

square foot per linear foot of business frontage. In no case, shall the total amount of 
wall signs on the structure exceed one (1) square foot per linear foot of business 
frontage. If a multi-tenant structure is located on a corner lot, the maximum size of the 
wall sign located on the wall along the corner lot line shall be limited to one (1) square 
foot per linear foot of zoning lot frontage as measured along the front lot line. No wall 
sign shall exceed one-hundred (100) square feet. 
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3.  Wall signs must be safely and securely attached to the building wall at no less than seven 
(7) feet above grade. Wall signs must be affixed flat against the building wall and must 
not project more than twelve (12) inches from the building wall. (See Figure 14-8: Wall 
Sign) 

 
FIGURE 14-8: WALL SIGN 

 
 
 

4.   No wall sign affixed to a building, including sign support structure, may project beyond the 
ends or top of the wall to which it is attached. On existing buildings, a parapet wall must 
not be constructed for the sole purpose of increasing the allowable height of a wall sign. 
For new buildings, when a sign is to be mounted on a parapet wall, that parapet wall 
must be consistent with the architectural design of the building, including building 
materials. Wall signs may not be attached to un-reinforced masonry parapets. Wall signs 
shall not cover windows, doors or architectural features. 

 
5. Wall signs shall be constructed of wood or metal. Wall signs shall not be painted on the 

exterior wall.  
 

6.  Gooseneck reflectors are permitted on all wall signs provided the reflectors must 
concentrate the illumination upon the area of the sign face only. Internally illuminated wall 
signs are permitted. 

 
7.  Within a multi-tenant commercial development, all wall signs must be located at a 

generally uniform height on the building wall. 
 

I.  Window Sign (Permanent) 
 

Permanent window signs are permitted in the Commercial, HS and IB Districts. The total 
amount of window signs, whether temporary or permanent, shall occupy no more than forty 
percent (40%) of the surface of each window area. Temporary window signs are limited to 
twenty-five percent (25%) of window area and subject to the regulations of Section 14.8.K 
(Window Signs (Temporary)). (See Figure 14-9: Window Sign) 
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FIGURE 14-9: WINDOW SIGN 

 
 
 


